Ultrasonographic aspects of inflammatory and neoplastic diseases of the gallbladder.
The authors present the incidence of the typical ultrasonographic signs of acute cholecystitis (46 cases), chronic cholecystitis (25 cases), cholecystosis (9 cases), empyema (28 cases) and carcinoma of the gallbladder (30 cases). Ultrasonography, together with the clinical picture, enables the identification of the lesion, its extension and evolution in most of the cases. Rarely do differential diagnostic problems exist. The ultrasonographic follow-up examination has been useful in acute inflammatory diseases to evaluate the efficiency of medical therapy and to detect complications which require immediate surgery. The authors emphasize the value of high-resolution real-time technique.